Creditor! 

Urban  District  Council 

1914 


Medical  Officer’s 
Report 

For  the 


Year  ending  December  31st,  1914 


TO  THE  CEEHITON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  the  following  report  for  the  year  1914 : — 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  1914  was 
45. 


Birth  rate  for  year  1914 
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And  the  average  birth  rate  for  previous  six  years  was  16.8. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  1914, 
was  51. 


Death  rate  for  year  1914  ... 
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Average  death  rate  for  previous  six  years  was  19.5. 


Number  of  deaths  of  children  under  12  years  of  age  during 
1914  was  2. 


Rate  of  infantile  mortality  for  1914 
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Average  rate  for  previous  six  years  86.6. 

From  these  figures  will  be  again  noticed  the  extremely  low 
birth  rate,  much  lower  than  the  average  for  the  country. 
On  the  other  hand  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  a low  death  rate, 
especially  that  of  the  infantile  mortality. 


DEATHS. 

Of  the  deaths  registered  during  the  year  four  were  due  lo 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  three  to  Cancer,  and  13  to  Organic 
Heart  Disease. 


Of  the  51  deaths  lU  were  over  80  j^ears  of  age,  and  21 
were  over  70  years  of  age. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

There  were  two  deaths  due  to  these  causes  during  tlio 
year,  one  being  due  to  whooping  cough  and  one  to  influenza. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  21  cases  notified  during  the  year,  13  of  whicli 
were  Tuberculosis,  of  the  remaining  8,  3 were  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  3 of  Diphtheria,  and  2 of  Erysipelas.  Two  cases  wen; 
removed  to  Exeter  Isolation  Hospital.  In  the  other  cases  it 
was  found  possible  to  carry  out  isolation  in  the  houses. 

POPULATION,  Etc. 

The  total  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  the  census 
of  1911  was  3.640.  The  acreage  of  the  district  was  2,552. 

A large  number  of  young  men  have  responded  to  the  call 
of  their  King  and  Countiy,  and  left  the  district  to  join  the 
colours.  During  the  latter  months  of  the  year  several 
hundred  troops  have  been  billeted  in  the  town.  The  health 
of  these  has  been  good,  and  no  serious  illness  nor  any  infec- 
tious disease  has  occurred  among  them. 

All  Billets  have  been  inspected  by  myself  and  Sanitary 
Inspector.  A temporary  Red  Cross  Hospital  has  been 
established  in  the  district,  where  wounded  are  treated.  This 
also  has  been  inspected. 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  dwelling-house  accommodation  is  adequate  for  the 
reejuirernents  of  the  working  class,  none  have  been  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  There  is  still  a 
demand  for  houses  for  the  middle  class  in  the  district.  One 
new  house  has  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  plans  for 
one  other  house  have  been  presented  to  and  passed  by  the 
authorities. 
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DRAINAGE. 

The  scheme  for  drainage  is  still  under  consideration,  five 
new  drains  have  been  built. 

REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  refuse  is  removed  once  weekly. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  district  is  mainly  supplied  with  water  closets. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  to  the  town  is  good,  and  no  complaints 
as  to  quality  or  quantity  have  been  made. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  ten  bakehouses  in  the  district,  each  of  which  has 
been  inspected.  They  were  all  found  satisfactoi’y. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  fifteen  dairies  and  milkshops  in  the  district,  all 
of  which  have  been  inspected  on  different  occasions. 

FOOD. 

No  cases  of  unsound  meat,  fish,  etc.,  have  been  noticed. 

SCHOOLS. 

All  the  schools  in  the  town  have  been  inspected  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  seven  slaughter-houses  in  the  town,  each  of 
which  has  been  inspected  on  several  occasions,  one  required 
alteration  and  limewashing,  and  this  was  done. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

All  have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory,  a return 
dealing  with  these  is  appended. 
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NUISANCES. 

Ten  complaints  of  nuisances  have  been  received,  seven 
notices  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  were  issued  and  fifty- 
four  nuisances  have  been  abated.  There  were  four  cases  of 
complaint  made  of  pigsties;  these  have  been  dealt  with. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  • 

Yours  faithfully, 

HAROLD  F.  L.  HUGO, 

Crediton,  March,  1915.  M.O.H. 

Appended  are  the  various  statistical  tables. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1914  and  previous  Years. 
Name  of  District  — Crediton  Urban. 
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Area  of  District  in  Acres  (land  and  inland  water),  2,652. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  3,640.  ] At  Census 
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TABLE  III 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1914 
Name  of  District  — Crediton  Urban. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1914  in  the 
Crediton  Urban  District. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 
One  Year  of  Age. 
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Nett  Births  in  tlie  Year : — Legitimate,  42  ; Illegitimate,  3. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  Year  of  Legitimate  Infants,  1 ; Illegitimate  infants,  !• 


